ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
a man who had been no more than a petty officer twelve months
before, and the greater part of their guns were handled by half-
trained men. The action was engaged on Sunday, June i, in
half a gale of wind, and ended in a striking victory for England,
One of the French ships was sunk, six were captured, and the
force as a whole was crippled. This was the action known in
English history as "the Glorious First of June." Meanwhile
Bastia, the capital and chief port of Corsica, had been occupied,
and the arsenal at Toulon badly burned, before the French had
succeeded in driving the English and Spanish ships out of the
harbour, which they had occupied during the insurrection of the
town against the Revolution.
The maritime Powers which came next after France and Eng-
land—namely, Spain and Holland—soon joined the French side;
the first, Spain, because it was clear that English supremacy at
sea would leave no results for her, and the second, Holland,
because she was occupied by French troops, and a great part of
her population, perhaps half, sympathized with the Revolution
at least as against England—a rival in Asiatic colonial effort, in
commerce, and in the carrying trade.
An insurrection being in progress against the Revolution in
the maritime province of Vendee, on the Bay of Biscay, and
supported by Brittany, an abortive effort was made to land a
small force of emigrant French Royalists on the peninsula of
Quiberon, in June 1795. Money was supplied by England, and
stores also, and the troops were convoyed by English ships. But
the whole thing was mismanaged and broke down; some nine
hundred only got away, seven hundred who were captured were
shot as traitors by the French, and the disaster added one more to
the list of unsuccessful efforts against islands and peninsulas,
which are the natural land objectives of a maritime Power at war.
In 1796, the year of the young Bonaparte's famous campaign
in Italy, the first continuous successes of the French armies
against the monarchies threatening the Revolution took place.
It was not only the rapidity and completeness of Bonaparte's
success, but its quality which impressed all opinion, including
that of the wisest observers in England. It seemed evident not
only that the Revolution would not be crushed, but that the
military temper now aroused in the French, much the largest and
best organized of the Continental states, might, if war continued,
press forward and spread the new doctrines throughout Europe
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